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The Historical Development of LaoWiang People in U Thong District,

Suphanburi Province.
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Abstract

The purposes of this research are (1) to study the emigration and settlement
of Lao Wiang ethnic group living in U-Thong district, Suphanburi province, (2) to
explore social and cultural change and the retention of Lao Wiang ethnic identity in
the area, and (3) to establish the connection between historical information related
to Lao Wiang people with memories of the ones in this province. The research was
conducted by the investigation into and gathering of evidences and related
documents, interviews, group discussions as well as ethnic memory symposium.
During the reign of King Rama Ill, The ethnic group of Lao Wiang people in Don Kha
sub-district, U-Thong district, Suphanburi province began to emigrate from Vientiane,
Laos. They then decided to settle in Ban Samolom, Muang district, Suphanburi
province as the soil in this area was fertile. Later in the reign of King Rama V, they
moved to Don Kha sub-district where a large community had already inhabited with
long-established traditions such as Boon KhaoJee, Boon Bang Fai, Sat Lao and Tak
Bat Thewo (Grilled Rice Merit Making Ceremony, Folk Fire Rocket Festival, Ancestral
Merit Making Ceremony and Alms Offering Ceremony at the End of Buddhist Lent).
Lao Wiang people, therefore, had to adapt some aspects of their lifestyle to local
residents and accommodated themselves to social change. For instance, they began
to eat rice as staple; it was surmised that this was an adaptation to conditions of soil
in the land, which is more suitable to grow rice rather than sglutinous rice. Another
example is Khaen - a traditional woodwind drone instrument made from bamboos -
was developed and featured in a newly invented ensemble which expresses unique
characteristics such as hand-woven clothing and Lao language lyrical expressions.
These exude the pride of Lao Wiang people who have never regarded themselves as
inferior to other groups despite the memories of losing in war and being herded.
These attributes make Lao Wiang people living here a strong community, cause them
to preserve, restore and establish Lao Wiang identity to prepare themselves for

changes, modernisation as well as the increasing popularity of community travelling.
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